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• New 2013 metropolitan and micropolitan 
definitions were released by the federal Office of 
Management and Budget in February 2013.
 Major decade revision taking into account results 
from the 2010 census as well as updated commuting 
patterns from the 2006-10 ACS.
 Big change for Nebraska is that Grand Island is now 
a metropolitan area!
• It’s urbanized area exceeded the 50,000 person 
threshold to achieve metro status.
• Brings along with it outlying counties of its former micro 
area (Howard, Merrick) and now adds Hamilton as well.
• Based upon that major change, now is an 
appropriate time to review and analyze how 
Nebraska’s metropolitan and nonmetropolitan 
areas differ.
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Geographic defintions have been updated!!
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Omaha 
metro
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Nebraska = 1,855,525
• 13 metro counties       = 1,183,976 (63.8% of state)
• 80 nonmetro counties =    671,549 (36.2% of state)
 “Big 3” counties = 990,525 (53.4% of state)
 10 other metro counties = 193,451 (10.4% of state)
 9 micro central counties = 302,150 (16.3% of state)
 20 with town of 2,500-9,999 = 196,884 (10.6% of state)
 51 without town of 2,500 = 172,515 (  9.3% of state)
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July 1, 2012 Population Estimates from Census Bureau
1950 1980 2012
• 13 metro counties       41.6 53.7 63.8
• 80 nonmetro counties 58.4 46.3 36.2
 “Big 3” counties 31.4 43.1 53.4
 10 other metro counties 10.2 10.6 10.4
 9 micro central counties 17.6 18.0 16.3
 20 with town of 2,500-9,999 18.4 14.0 10.6
 51 without town of 2,500 22.4 14.3 9.3
Since 1950 Nebraska’s 13 metro counties added 600,000 people 
(109%); the 80 nonmetro counties lost 100,000 people (13%).
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Percent of State Population: 1950 and 1980 
Censuses and 2012 Estimates)
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Nonmetro areas now have a smaller population than in 1890!!
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Total Population for Nebraska Metro and Nonmetro Counties 
(2013 Definitions): 1890 ‐ 2010
Metro counties (13) Nonmetro counties (80)Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; 2013 OMB metro definitions
Compiled and Prepared by: UNO 
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Nebraska’s largest counties have >50% of population/Unicameral
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Percentage of Nebraska's Population Located in the Largest Three Counties of 
Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy: 1969 to 2012
Nebraska's Three Largest Counties hit 
50% of the state's total population in 
2003 and continue to increase steadily.
Sources: 2012 Population Estimates and Post 
Censal Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau 
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Sizeable changes; less populated counties perform worse
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Population of Nebraska Counties by County Type: 1969 to 2012
Non 'Big 3' Metro counties (10) Micropolitan central counties (9)
Nonmetro with largest town of 2,500-9,999 (20) Nonmetro county without a town of 2,500 (51)
Sources: 2012 Population Estimates; Post 
Censal Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau 
Persons
WHY HAS THE POPULATION CHANGE 
DIFFERED SO DRAMATICALLY?
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Metro has had better net migration in each decade (avg. 68,000)
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Net Migration by Decade for Nebraska's Metro vs. Nonmetro Counties: 
1950 to 2010
Metro (13) Nonmetro (80)
Source: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; 
Vital Statistics Reports, NE DHHS
Compiled and Prepared by: 
David Drozd, UNO Center for 
Public Affairs Research
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Metro has had better natural change, especially currently
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Nebraska Annual Natural Change (Births - Deaths) by County Type: 1946 to 2011
Metro (13 counties) Nonmetro (80 counties)Source: Vital Statistics Reports, NE DHHS
Baby Boom
Baby Boom Echo
3rd Wave
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Shifts in the potential school-age population
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School Age Population in Specific Year 
(based on 13-year period of births starting 5 years prior)
School Age (K-12) Population based on 13-Year Periods of Births to 
Residents of Metro and Nonmetro Nebraska Counties (Based on Births 
between 1946 and 2011) [2013 metro definitions]
Metro
Nonmetro
Source: Vital Statistics, NE Dept of Health and 
Human Services; Compiled by CPAR @ UNO
Note: this is based on 
births alone, migration 
factors are excluded.
Those age 5-17 in 2016 are 
born between 1999 and 2011.
Those age 5-17 in 1963 were 
born between 1946 and 1958.
Center for Public Affairs Research
The nonmetro Nebraska population is much older
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Percent of Nebraska Population in Nonmetro Counties
Percentage of Nebraska Population Located in the 80 Nonmetro Counties 
by 5‐year Age Group: 2010
Age Group
Sources: 2010 Census, U.S. Census 
Bureau; 2013 Metro Definitions, OMB
< 18 18-44 45-64 65+
Nebraska 25.1 35.5 25.8 13.5
• 13 metro counties       25.7 38.5 24.8 11.0
• 80 nonmetro counties 24.1 30.4 27.7 17.8
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  25.6 39.8 24.2 10.4
 10 other metro counties 26.3 31.8 27.5 14.4
 9 micro central counties 24.9 33.3 26.3 15.5
 20 with town of 2500-9999 23.4 30.3 28.1 18.2
 51 without town of 2,500 23.7 25.5 29.6 21.2
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2010 Census Age Statistics: 
Percent of Area Population in Select Age Groups
Center for Public Affairs Research 16
7.0 6.0 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0
Under 5
5 to 9
10 to 14
15 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 29
30 to 34
35 to 39
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
55 to 59
60 to 64
65 to 69
70 to 74
75 to 79
80 to 84
85+
Percent of Total Population
2010 Nebraska Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
"Big 3" Counties of Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy
FemaleMale
Age Group
Sources: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"
Where college aged and young workers (and their kids) reside
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Rural high school grads leave for college; how often do they return?
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2010 Nebraska Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
51 Nonmetro Counties without a town of 2500 residents [2013 Definitions]
FemaleMale
Age Group
Sources: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"
WHAT DO OTHER CURRENT 
STATISTICS SHOW?
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(NH = non Hispanic) White, Black,
NH NH Hispanic
Nebraska 82.1 4.4 9.2
• 13 metro counties       78.7 6.7 9.5
• 80 nonmetro counties 88.0 0.6 8.5
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  77.6 7.8 9.0
 10 other metro counties 84.1 1.0 12.5
 9 micro central counties 84.6 0.8 12.3
 20 with town of 2500-9999 89.6 0.5 7.4
 51 without town of 2,500 92.1 0.4 3.2
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2010 Census Race/Ethnicity Statistics: 
Percent of Area Population in Select Groups
(H/W = Husband/Wife) H/W Female fam. One-
family no Husband Person
Nebraska 50.8 9.8 28.7
• 13 metro counties       49.0 11.0 28.1
• 80 nonmetro counties 53.7 7.9 29.6
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  47.5 11.4 28.7
 10 other metro counties 56.7 8.8 25.1
 9 micro central counties 51.6 9.3 28.9
 20 with town of 2500-9999 54.3 7.3 29.9
 51 without town of 2,500 56.4 6.3 30.4
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2010 Census Household Statistics: 
Percent of Area Households in Select Groups
Vacancy Homeowner
Rate Rate
Nebraska 9.5 67.2
• 13 metro counties       7.4 65.1
• 80 nonmetro counties 12.7 70.7
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  7.1 63.7
 10 other metro counties 8.9 72.5
 9 micro central counties 8.1 67.3
 20 with town of 2500-9999 13.6 71.1
 51 without town of 2,500 18.6 75.6
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2010 Census Housing Units Statistics: 
Percent of Area Housing Units
High School Bachelor’s
or More Degree + 
Nebraska 90.3 27.8
• 13 metro counties       91.0 33.0
• 80 nonmetro counties 89.1 19.6
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  91.7 35.8
 10 other metro counties 87.8 19.8
 9 micro central counties 88.1 20.8
 20 with town of 2500-9999 89.5 20.5
 51 without town of 2,500 90.3 16.5
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2007-2011 ACS Educational Attainment: 
Percent of Age 25+ Population with Diplomas/Degrees
Big gap
Big 3 
vs. rest 
of state
$ values are in 2010 terms Percent
1990 2010 Change
Nebraska 44,169 49,342 11.7
• 13 metro counties       50,078 53,721 7.3
• 80 nonmetro counties 36,542 42,290 15.7
 Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy  51,398 54,091 5.2
 10 other metro counties 44,129 51,843 17.5
 9 micro central counties 40,898 44,247 8.2
 20 with town of 2500-9999 38,601 44,375 15.0
 51 without town of 2,500 28,567 36,833 28.9
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Median Household Income: 
1990 Census, 2006-2010 ACS and Percent Change
HOW DO DIFFERENCES IN 
NEBRASKA COMPARE TO OTHER 
PLAINS STATES?
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What is the 
“Great Plains”?
Census publications 
show it to be a 
contiguous 10 state 
region from Montana 
and N. Dakota on 
the Canadian border 
to New Mexico and 
Texas on the 
Mexican border. 
Nebraska has a 
relatively high 
portion of its territory 
in the “Great Plains”. 
25
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Nebraska had a relatively high proportion of its counties lose 
population during the 2000s, and many lost 10%+ of their 
population
Counties Losing Population and Losing 10 Percent or More of their Population, 2000 to 2010: U.S. and Plains States
Source: CPH-T-1, 2010 Census Tables, U.S. Census Bureau (released 9-27-2011)
Area
Number of 
Counties*
Counties having 
poulation loss in 
2000s
Percent of 
counties having 
loss
Counties losing 
10% or more in 
2000s
Percent of 
counties losing 
10% of 
population
U.S. 3,137 1,095 34.9% 217 6.9%
Colorado* 63 17 27.0% 9 14.3%
Kansas 105 77 73.3% 23 21.9%
Montana 56 28 50.0% 7 12.5%
Nebraska 93 69 74.2% 23 24.7%
New Mexico 33 14 42.4% 3 9.1%
N. Dakota 53 42 79.2% 23 43.4%
Oklahoma 77 23 29.9% 4 5.2%
S. Dakota 66 41 62.1% 19 28.8%
Texas 254 79 31.1% 22 8.7%
Wyoming 23 2 8.7% 0 0.0%
Plains states 823 392 47.6% 133 16.2%
* The United States had 3,143 counties in 2010, but 6 counties including Broomfield in Colorado did not exist in both 2000 
and 2010, so they were excluded from this analysis.
26
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Nebraska has relatively high differences for median age and 
the percent of the population aged 65+ between metro and 
nonmetro areas
Median Age and Percent of Population Aged 65 Years and Older: U.S. and Great Plains States with Metro and 
Nonmetro Differences
Source: DP-1 SF1, 2010 Census, U.S. Census Bureau
Note: A younger age structure is typically desired. Thus, better state rankings are closer to 1 while lower rankings are 
closer to 51.
Median Age (years) Percent of Population Aged 65 or Older
Area
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
U.S. 37.2 n/a 36.6 40.3 3.7 110.1 13.0 n/a 12.4 16.1 3.7 129.8
Colorado 36.1 12 35.6 39.5 3.9 111.0 10.9 5 10.5 13.6 3.1 129.5
Kansas 36.0 10 34.8 39.1 4.3 112.4 13.2 20 11.6 16.7 5.1 144.0
Montana 39.8 44 37.5 41.2 3.7 109.9 14.8 46 13.7 15.1 1.4 110.2
Nebraska 36.2 13 33.6 40.5 6.9 120.5 13.5 25 10.8 17.4 6.6 161.1
New Mexico 36.7 17 36.2 37.6 1.4 103.9 13.2 21 12.5 14.7 2.2 117.6
N. Dakota 37.0 20 33.0 41.5 8.5 125.8 14.5 44 11.2 17.6 6.4 157.1
Oklahoma 36.2 13 35.3 38.2 2.9 108.2 13.5 26 12.2 15.8 3.6 129.5
S. Dakota 36.9 19 35.4 38.6 3.2 109.0 14.3 39 12.0 16.3 4.3 135.8
Texas 33.6 2 33.0 38.6 5.6 117.0 10.3 3 9.6 16.0 6.4 166.7
Wyoming 36.8 18 36.9 36.8 -0.1 99.7 12.4 14 12.5 12.4 -0.1 99.2
Plains states 36.5 16.8 35.1 39.2 4.0 111.7 13.1 24.3 11.7 15.6 3.9 135.1
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Table is for pre 2013 definitions (only 9 NE metro counties) 
Center for Public Affairs Research
Each Plains State saw declines in White non-Hispanic children 
but sizeable gains among minority children during the 2000s; 
Nebraska changes differed among White non-Hispanics but 
not among minorities when comparing metro vs. nonmetro
Population Change for Those Under Age 18 along with Changes for the White non Hispanic and Minority Population, 2000 to 2010: U.S. and Plains 
States
Sources: Tables P012 and P012I SF1 Census 2000; Tables P12 and P12I SF1 Census 2010, U.S. Census Bureau
Area
Under 18 
Population 
2000
Under 18 
Population 
2010
Percent 
Change
White non 
Hispanic 
Under 18: 
2000
White non 
Hispanic 
Under 18: 
2010
Percent 
Change
Minority 
Population 
Under 18: 
2000
Minority 
Population 
Under 18: 
2010
Percent 
Change
Minority 
Percent 
<18: 
2000
Minority 
Percent 
<18: 
2010 Change
U.S. 72,293,812 74,181,467 2.6% 44,027,087 39,716,562 -9.8% 28,266,725 34,464,905 21.9% 39.1% 46.5% 7.4
Colorado 1,100,795 1,225,609 11.3% 729,020 710,280 -2.6% 371,775 515,329 38.6% 33.8% 42.0% 8.3
Kansas 712,993 726,939 2.0% 549,117 498,360 -9.2% 163,876 228,579 39.5% 23.0% 31.4% 8.5
Montana 230,062 223,563 -2.8% 193,123 179,440 -7.1% 36,939 44,123 19.4% 16.1% 19.7% 3.7
Nebraska 450,242 459,221 2.0% 368,126 332,797 -9.6% 82,116 126,424 54.0% 18.2% 27.5% 9.3
New Mexico 508,574 518,672 2.0% 165,301 135,962 -17.7% 343,273 382,710 11.5% 67.5% 73.8% 6.3
N. Dakota 160,849 149,871 -6.8% 139,319 122,321 -12.2% 21,530 27,550 28.0% 13.4% 18.4% 5.0
Oklahoma 892,360 929,666 4.2% 576,731 519,877 -9.9% 315,629 409,789 29.8% 35.4% 44.1% 8.7
S. Dakota 202,649 202,797 0.1% 163,354 152,433 -6.7% 39,295 50,364 28.2% 19.4% 24.8% 5.4
Texas 5,886,759 6,865,824 16.6% 2,507,147 2,322,661 -7.4% 3,379,612 4,543,163 34.4% 57.4% 66.2% 8.8
Wyoming 128,873 135,402 5.1% 109,175 107,344 -1.7% 19,698 28,058 42.4% 15.3% 20.7% 5.4
Plains states 10,274,156 11,437,564 11.3% 5,500,413 5,081,475 -7.6% 4,773,743 6,356,089 33.1% 46.5% 55.6% 9.1
NE metro 248,823 275,018 10.5% 192,716 188,813 -2.0% 56,107 86,205 53.6% 22.5% 31.3% 8.8
NE nonmetro 201,419 184,203 -8.5% 175,410 143,984 -17.9% 26,009 40,219 54.6% 12.9% 21.8% 8.9
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Table is for pre 2013 definitions (only 9 NE metro counties) 
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Nebraska has the largest gap in attainment of Higher 
Education between metro and nonmetro areas
Percentage of High School or More and Bachelor's Degree or More Educational Attainment for the Population Age 
25 or Older: U.S. and Great Plains States with Metro and Nonmetro Differences
Source: S1501, 2007-2011 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Note: High educational attainment is typically desired. Thus, better state rankings are closer to 1 while lower rankings are 
closer to 51.
High School or More for Age 25+ Bachelor's Degree or More for Age 25+
Area
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
U.S. 85.4 n/a 85.9 83.0 -2.9 96.6 28.2 n/a 30.3 17.7 -12.6 58.4
Colorado 89.7 16 90.1 87.4 -2.7 97.0 36.3 3 37.7 28.2 -9.5 74.8
Kansas 89.5 17 91.0 86.5 -4.5 95.1 29.7 16 34.5 19.9 -14.6 57.7
Montana 91.4 3 92.0 91.1 -0.9 99.0 28.2 20 30.5 26.9 -3.6 88.2
Nebraska 90.3 9 91.4 88.8 -2.6 97.2 27.8 22 34.3 19.3 -15.0 56.3
New Mexico 83.1 43 84.6 79.9 -4.7 94.4 25.4 34 28.8 18.8 -10.0 65.3
N. Dakota 90.0 12 93.0 87.4 -5.6 94.0 26.5 27 33.4 20.7 -12.7 62.0
Oklahoma 85.9 33 87.3 83.3 -4.0 95.4 23.0 43 25.8 18.2 -7.6 70.5
S. Dakota 89.8 14 91.7 88.1 -3.6 96.1 25.8 33 28.8 23.4 -5.4 81.3
Texas 80.4 50 81.0 76.5 -4.5 94.4 26.1 30 27.6 15.4 -12.2 55.8
Wyoming 91.9 1 92.1 91.8 -0.3 99.7 24.2 40 23.1 24.7 1.6 106.9
Plains states 88.2 19.8 89.4 86.1 -3.3 96.2 27.3 26.8 30.5 21.6 -8.9 71.9
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Table is for pre 2013 definitions (only 9 NE metro counties) 
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Poverty rates are higher in nonmetro parts of Nebraska, but 
the difference is relatively low compared to other Plains States
Poverty Rates for All Persons and Children Under 18 Years Old: U.S. and Great Plains States with Metro 
and Nonmetro Differences
Source: S1701, 2007-2011 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Note: Low levels of poverty are typically desired. Thus, better state rankings are closer to 1 while lower rankings 
are closer to 51.
Poverty Rate among All Persons Poverty Rate among Children < 18 years old
Area
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
Area 
total Rank Metro
Non-
metro
Nonmetro 
less Metro
Nonmetro 
% of metro
U.S. 14.3 n/a 13.8 17.0 3.2 123.2 20.0 n/a 19.2 24.0 4.8 125.0
Colorado 12.5 19 12.4 13.3 0.9 107.3 16.6 18 16.4 17.8 1.4 108.5
Kansas 12.6 20 12.1 13.9 1.8 114.9 16.8 20 15.7 19.2 3.5 122.3
Montana 14.6 32 13.9 15.0 1.1 107.9 19.4 28 16.8 20.8 4.0 123.8
Nebraska 12.0 16 11.9 12.2 0.3 102.5 16.1 15 15.9 16.4 0.5 103.1
New Mexico 19.0 50 18.1 20.7 2.6 114.4 27.0 49 25.9 29.3 3.4 113.1
N. Dakota 12.3 17 12.4 12.1 -0.3 97.6 14.4 13 12.1 16.6 4.5 137.2
Oklahoma 16.3 39 15.0 18.5 3.5 123.3 22.9 40 21.5 25.7 4.2 119.5
S. Dakota 13.8 26 10.2 16.8 6.6 164.7 17.8 23 13.3 21.6 8.3 162.4
Texas 17.0 43 16.8 19.0 2.2 113.1 24.3 43 24.0 27.4 3.4 114.2
Wyoming 10.1 6 8.9 10.7 1.8 120.2 13.4 7 12.1 13.9 1.8 114.9
Plains states 14.0 26.8 13.2 15.2 2.1 116.6 18.9 25.6 17.4 20.9 3.5 121.9
30
Table is for pre 2013 definitions (only 9 NE metro counties) 
• Nebraska’s metro and nonmetro areas have different 
characteristics
• Some differences are relatively large when compared to other 
Plains states
• Population change patterns have diverged over time with 
metro areas growing and nonmetro flat or declining
• Big 3 counties have consistently gained share since 1980; little 
reason to believe this trend will change
• Migration differences have been the driver but natural change 
differences will have a larger impact going forward
• Nonmetro much older (more deaths) and less young workers 
(fewer births)
• Will impact population distribution and Unicameral representation 
• Differences will likely always exist, and some have little 
overall impact, but how do we build on strenghts and 
overcome challenges to make all of Nebraska a dynamic and 
thriving place to live?
• Population growth in all areas is important if the state is going to 
be able to keep its current 3 Congressional seats come 2020
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Discussion points
The End
Questions??
Note: this topic will be discussed further 
over lunch in room 132 (east side)
